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Tax Payment 
Deadline: Friday, 
October 31, 2025

COUNTY RATEPAYER ANNOUNCEMENT

The 2025 County of Stettler Tax Payment Deadline 
is Friday, October 31, 2025 (the last working day in 
October). 

A 10% penalty is applied on November 1 to all unpaid 
2024 taxes.

Accepted methods of payment:	
•	 Cash
•	 Cheque
•	 Interac
•	 *Online Banking 

(Please choose ‘Tax’ and your Roll Number) 
*Online Banking can take 2-3 days to 
process, allow time.

•	 At most financial institutions

Another method of payment to consider is setting up 
an ONLINE BANKING PRE-AUTHORIZED – Autopay, 
through our Tax Installment Payment Program (TIPP). 
This program will spread tax payments out over  
12 months. 

In order to qualify for the TIPPS program, your taxes 
have to be at a zero balance. Application forms must 

be received prior to December 15. The amount of the 
monthly tax payment is determined from your previous 
years taxes. For example, a tax bill of $1,200 would 
be divided by 12 payments of $100 per month. The 
payment of $100 would begin in January and continue 
until the current year’s taxes are levied. The balance 
of the year would be recalculated to equal what is left 
owing, to come to a zero balance at the end of the 
year. 

We typically try to take payments on the first of each 
month. If you happen to miss two payments, you will 
be taken off the TIPPS program. Please contact our 
office for an application. 

Tax payments continue to be collected at the  
County Administration Building at 6602 – 44 Avenue, 
Stettler, Alberta, Monday through Friday from  
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM.

Please consider receiving your tax notices by email/
electronic means. Call us at 403-742-4441 to find out 
how. 

Tax Payment 
Deadline:
October 31, 
2025
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ELECTION DAY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025

POLLS OPEN BETWEEN 10 AM - 8PM
VOTER IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF OF RESIDENCY ARE REQUIRED

ALL VOTERS IN LINE AT 8PM WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE
WARD 1: BYEMOOR-ENDIANG

BYEMOOR COMMUNITY CENTRE
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING
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WARD 7: DONALDA-RED WILLOW
DONALDA DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING
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OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING: 6602 - 44 AVE, STETTLER, AB
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 © 2025. All rights reserved. Any reproduction 
of the contents without written authorization 
from the publisher is strictly prohibited. The 
publisher cannot be held responsible for 
any errors or omissions found within this 
newsmagazine, or for loss of, or damage to, 
unsolicited material submitted by readers.

Availability: Current Issues of County Connection 
can be obtained from the County of Stettler 
Administration Building while supplies last.

Subscription: County Connection is delivered 
free of charge to taxpayers, with exception to 
those who do not live in the Province of Alberta 
or have unsubscribed from our mailing list. 
If you wish to receive future copies, please 
make the request to the Managing Editor at 
nthorsteinsson@stettlercounty.ca. You may also 
view the current and back issues of the County 
Connection on our website at stettlercounty.ca.

intro
“Freedom is the right to be wrong, not the right to 
do wrong.” – John Diefenbaker

Niki Thorsteinsson

Director of Communications               

These words remind us democracy is not perfect, but it thrives when 
citizens are engaged. One of the most powerful expressions of that 
engagement is the simple act of casting a ballot. And while provincial 
and federal elections tend to capture the spotlight, it is in municipal 
elections that your vote carries the most immediate and tangible 
impact. Make casting your vote a priority on October 20.

Local government is the closest form of governance to the people. 
Decisions made at the municipal level shape the services and 
infrastructure that touch our lives every single day. From the 
condition of our roads, to the safety of our water, to the recreation 
facilities and community halls we gather in, these are choices that 
directly affect our families, our farms, our businesses, and our quality 
of life.

Municipal elections often see lower voter turnout than those held at 
higher levels of government. That means each ballot cast is amplified. 
In fact, outcomes here can be decided by just a handful of votes. 
Unlike national elections, where your vote might feel like one among 
millions, in a rural community your single ballot can truly tip the 
balance.

Voting is also about ensuring your voice is represented. By 
participating, you send a clear message about what matters most 
to you and your neighbours. You help choose leaders who will 
weigh difficult decisions about budgets, bylaws, infrastructure, 
and priorities. These decisions always come with trade-offs and 
responsibilities. If you do not vote, you allow others to make those 
choices without your input.

Diefenbaker’s words remind us that freedom carries both rights and 
responsibilities. We may not always agree with every decision made 
by our leaders, but our ability to shape those decisions begins at 
the ballot box. By voting, you embrace the responsibility of guiding 
your community’s future, safeguarding its strengths, addressing its 
challenges, and building on its opportunities.

So, when election day comes, please remember: the power to 
influence the direction of your community is not in the hands of a 
few, but in the collective hands of its voters. In a municipal election, 
your vote is not just symbolic, it is essential.

Fall 2025
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As I look out the window and the thermometer 
on September 3, 2025 the temperature is a cool 
9oC but the afternoon’s temperature feels more like 
mid summer. Kids are back to school, combines are 
working hard well into the night taking off this year’s 
crop and we are marching into fall and the end of 
the 2021 to 2025 term for Municipal Councillors. This 
will bring change to the County of Stettler as two 
Councillors have stated they will be retiring at the end 
of this term. 

I would like to thank Councillors Les Stulberg 
and Ernie Gendre for the time, dedication and 
commitment they have shown to the County of 
Stettler ratepayers, and to committees they have 
sat on, representing the County of Stettler over their 
multiple terms.  I do not know who has filed papers 
or intends to run but thank you to all candidates 
for putting forward your name and time to possibly 
represent the County of Stettler.

We have had a busy summer with many projects on 
the go. Bridge replacements have started with one 
completed by a contractor and the other two to be 
coordinated and installed by the County of Stettler 
utilizing contractor services and County services to 
complete the projects within approved budgets. 

These bridges are inspected for conditions yearly and 
are load-rated based on engineering specifications 
with several of our aging infrastructure requiring  
de-rating to acceptable road limits, forcing some to be 
closed or dropped to a 10-tonne limit which prohibits 
graders or even a fully loaded school bus to cross. For 

everyone’s public safety, please ensure these rating 
are adhered to. We as Council lobby, and staff works 
with Alberta Transportation to change out and update 
these bridges. 

This summer we have also changed from seven to 
nine grader beats and have designated two graders to 
high use haul routes which will see road maintenance 
every ten days. This increased maintenance along 
with current gravel specs and programs will bring 
roads into a more manageable basis especially with 
incremental changes in weather and road conditions. 
This will also be represented in the updated Strategic 
Plan. Roadside mowing has seen challenging times 
with weather, soft shoulder conditions and very 
favourable grass and sweet clover growing conditions. 
Progress is being made to ensure ditches will be 
in shape for upcoming winter conditions. Changes 
have been made in Agricultural Services and Public 
Works to better focus departments on relevant 
issues regarding vegetation on roads. Roads are one 
of the largest assets and aging infrastructure of the 
County of Stettler and require changing maintenance 
procedures to meet current loads, level of usage and 
weather patterns. 

Our move towards a Fire Commission is well 
underway. Equipment installs are currently being 
completed in the newly leased fire hall while inventory 
of all regional equipment is being completed. The new 
hall should be functional in October.

 This fire commission station will work closely with 
Stations 2-Big Valley, 3-Donalda and 4-Byemoor, 

Reeve’s Ramblings
Larry Clarke - Reeve, County of Stettler          
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rEEVE’S RAMBLINGS

ensuring coverage is supplied to all commission 
members outside of the Stettler boundaries. County 
of Stettler Fire Manager Ivan Dykstra and County 
Fire Chief Troy Auton will be at the helm, and our 
dedicated firefighter volunteers from all of our 
communities will be ensuring our communities are 
well protected. The new commission will be working 
with other municipalities through updated mutual aid 
agreements, ensuring we are a municipal partner in 
fire protection. 

These changes will come with additional costs but 
will better represent all members of the commission 
throughout our region, and County of Stettler 
residents. 

Many of our neighbouring municipalities have 
similarly taken this step with very successful 
outcomes. Please be assured fire protection will 
continue to be delivered through the Stettler Regional 
Fire Department until the new governance model is 
in place, ensuring all residents continue to receive the 
same high standard of emergency service throughout 
the transition.	  

Please drive safely on our very busy roads, be 
patient with construction and agricultural activities. 
As always, please treat County of Stettler staff and 
all of our wonderful business frontline workers with 
respect as you would your neighbours, as they are 
truly your neighbors. 

Larry Clarke, 
REEVE

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Stettler County Fair and Rodeo Pancake 
Breakfast welcomed over 500 people on August 1.

Reeve Clarke congratulating Summer Village 
of White Sands Mayor Lorne Thurston on his 
retirement, and thanking him for his many years 
of public service, and his important work on so 
many community advancements and committees.
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

•	 Identification being used to validate an elector’s eligibility may include a person’s 
driver’s licence or motor vehicle operator’s licence issued by or on behalf of the 
Government of Alberta or an identification card issued by or on behalf of the 
Government of Alberta that contains a photograph of the person and the person’s 
name and post office box number.  

•	 If an individual is on the municipality’s permanent electors register, that individual 
may use a driver’s licence or motor vehicle operator’s licence issued by or on 
behalf of the Government of Alberta, or an identification card issued by or on 
behalf of the Government of Alberta that contains a photograph of the person 
and the person’s name and post office box number, to validate their identity. 

•	 If an individual is not on the Electors Registry, you will be required to complete 
registration at the voting station. Bring Government of Alberta, or an identification 
card issued by or on behalf of the Government of Alberta that contains a 
photograph of the person and the person’s name and post office box number, to 
validate identity. 

©2025 Government of Alberta | January 13, 2025 | Municipal Affairs

Voter Id 
2025 Municipal ElectionELECTION DAY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025
POLLS OPEN BETWEEN 10 AM - 8PM

VOTER IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF OF RESIDENCY ARE REQUIRED
ALL VOTERS IN LINE AT 8PM WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE

WARD 1: BYEMOOR-ENDIANG
BYEMOOR COMMUNITY CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 2: BIG VALLEY
BIG VALLEY DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 3: BOTHA-GADSBY
BOTHA SENIORS HALL (ACTIVITY CLUB)

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 4: ERSKINE SOUTH-WARDEN
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 5: STETTLER
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 6: ERSKINE-BUFFALO LAKE
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 7: DONALDA-RED WILLOW
DONALDA DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

ALL ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF STETTLER ARE ABLE TO VOTE AT THE COUNTY 
OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING: 6602 - 44 AVE, STETTLER, AB
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At time of publishing, nominations for the County of 
Stettler have not closed. 
Depending on nomination results, there may or may 
not be elections held in all seven County wards. 
Please check our website to confirm if your Ward will 
have an election/polling station, or if the position in your  
ward was acclaimed, or scan the QR Code for full 
information, or call us at 403-742-4441 after September 
22 to confirm.

WARD 1
BYEMOOR-ENDIANG

BYEMOOR COMMUNITY HALL
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 2
BYEMOOR-ENDIANG

BIG VALLEY DROP-IN CENTRE
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 3
BOTHA-GADSBY

BOTHA SENIORS HALL
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 4
ERSKINE SOUTH-WARDEN

ERSKINE IOOF HALL
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 5
STETTLER

COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 6
ERSKINE-BUFFALO LAKE

ERSKINE IOOF HALL
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

WARD 7
RED WILLOW-DONALDA

DONALDA DROP-IN CENTRE
& COUNTY OF STETTLER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

VOTER INFORMATION
MAIL-IN BALLOTS

ADVANCED POLL

ELECTION DAY

SPECIAL BALLOTS can be requested now, by 
contacting the Returning Officer at 

ro@stettlercounty.ca or by calling 587-799-1132. 

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
OCTOBER 16-17, 2025
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

VARIOUS LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTY
OCTOBER 20, 2025
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

SPECIAL BALLOTS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY MAIL UNTIL
6:00 PM ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025

ALL ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF STETTLER ARE ABLE TO VOTE AT THE  
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING: 6602 - 44 AVE, STETTLER, AB

ELECTION DAY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025

POLLS OPEN BETWEEN 10 AM - 8PM
VOTER IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF OF RESIDENCY ARE REQUIRED

ALL VOTERS IN LINE AT 8PM WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE
WARD 1: BYEMOOR-ENDIANG

BYEMOOR COMMUNITY CENTRE
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 2: BIG VALLEY
BIG VALLEY DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 3: BOTHA-GADSBY
BOTHA SENIORS HALL (ACTIVITY CLUB)

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 4: ERSKINE SOUTH-WARDEN
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 5: STETTLER
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 6: ERSKINE-BUFFALO LAKE
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 7: DONALDA-RED WILLOW
DONALDA DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

ALL ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF STETTLER ARE ABLE TO VOTE AT THE COUNTY 
OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING: 6602 - 44 AVE, STETTLER, AB
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ELECTION DAY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025

POLLS OPEN BETWEEN 10 AM - 8PM
VOTER IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF OF RESIDENCY ARE REQUIRED

ALL VOTERS IN LINE AT 8PM WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE
WARD 1: BYEMOOR-ENDIANG

BYEMOOR COMMUNITY CENTRE
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 2: BIG VALLEY
BIG VALLEY DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 3: BOTHA-GADSBY
BOTHA SENIORS HALL (ACTIVITY CLUB)

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 4: ERSKINE SOUTH-WARDEN
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 5: STETTLER
COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 6: ERSKINE-BUFFALO LAKE
ERSKINE IOOF COMMUNITY HALL

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

WARD 7: DONALDA-RED WILLOW
DONALDA DROP-IN CENTRE

COUNTY OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

ALL ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF STETTLER ARE ABLE TO VOTE AT THE COUNTY 
OF STETTLER ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING: 6602 - 44 AVE, STETTLER, AB
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The County of Stettler No. 6 is hosting the second 
open house on Wednesday, October 1, 2025 at the 
Erskine IOOF Hall between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. You are 
invited to attend and review concepts that have been 
created for each site.

Parkland Community Planning Services (PCPS) has 
been engaged to assist in the creation of development 
concepts for three existing public access sites on the 
south side of Buffalo Lake. The three sites are County 
owned lands located in the Scenic Sands subdivision, 
the Buffalo Lake Meadows subdivision, and the 
Buffalo View Estates marina site.

The project will identify the types of facilities that can 
be developed at each site to enhance and facilitate 
public access to the lake and support various 
recreational activities that take place on the lake 
throughout the year.

Community involvement is vital to the success of this 
project. We invite residents and visitors to share their 
thoughts and feedback on the types of facilities and 
enhancements that may be desired.

More information about the 
project can be found on the 
County of Stettler website 
at www.stettlercounty.ca/
buffalolakeaccess. Please visit our 
website for updates, materials 
for review, and opportunities to 
participate in the planning process.

Your insights will help shape the future of Buffalo 
Lake’s recreational access at the three locations. 
To contribute comments and ideas, please use 
the comment form on the website or email 
buffaloaccess@stettlercounty.ca. 

Buffalo Lake Public 
Access Enhancement
Project 
•Second Open House
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The Dirt on Soil 
Conservation
December 5 is World Soil Day! 
Soil might be far from our minds, but it is important 
to honor soil. World Soil Day 2025 and its campaign 
underscore the importance of accurate soil data and 
information in understanding soils characteristics and 
supporting informed decision-making on sustainable 
soil management for food security. This highlights 
the significance of soil as the source of our food. 
Essentially, soil is the starting point for everything.

While soil health and conservation are keystone to 
productive land, concerns surrounding management 
practices negatively impacting soil retention became 
most evident in the 1930s. This period was named 
the “dirty thirties” as a result of major soil loss from 
winds that created “black blizzards”.

As a consequence, legislation was enacted in 1935 
starting with the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act in 
conjunction with the Control of Soil Drifting Act, 
which were significant as the responsibility of soil 
conservation was clearly designated as that of 
whoever was occupying the land. Years later, in 1962, 
the Soil Conservation Act was passed, to provide a 
clearer definition of soil conservation. Then, in 1988, 
Agricultural Service Boards (ASBs) requested the act 
be further refined and reinforced for more effective 

legislation. The act was most recently revised 
effective November 16, 2022.

Soil formation is a very slow process, and just one 
inch of topsoil (which holds the most nutrients), 
can take over 500 years! This is significant when 
comparing how much soil can be blown off or 
washed off the land in a matter of seconds. This soil 
loss cannot be recovered in our lifetime and severely 
threatens the sustainability of food production 
world-wide.

The Soil Conservation Act plays a crucial role in 
preserving Alberta’s agricultural land base and 
ensuring the long-term productivity of the farming 
sector. The act mandates that landholders must 
prevent soil loss or deterioration from happening, 
or put a stop to it if it’s already in progress. By 
implementing effective soil conservation practices, 
we can safeguard our land and protect the long-
term productivity of Alberta’s agricultural land base, 
ensuring sustainable food production for generations 
to come.

Report concerns regarding soil erosion to the 
Agricultural Services Department:  
asb@stettlercounty.ca or call 403-742-4441.
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The County of Stettler recognizes that County community 
organizations should be supported in principle and with 
resources when it comes to assisting with the increasing costs of 
putting on community events. 

The Community Investment Program is new to the County of 
Stettler in the way that it will manage these ongoing requests. 
Funding under this program is one time and is not to be relied 
upon as a continuing source of income.  Council fully expects 
community organizations to be self-sustaining and to develop 
working relationships with contributing partners.

• Applicants can only submit one application annually
• Must benefit the community
• Provide community involvement and support
• Have long term viability
• Program or event must be open to the public
• County of Stettler will be recognized as a source of   		
  funding

Application forms can be found on the County of Stettler website 
www.stettlercounty.ca.

 

If you have any questions, please contact Lorraine Hankins at 
403-742-4441, ext. 109, at any time, or email  
recreation@stettlercounty.ca

Our next deadline for intake for events happening in the 1st half 
of 2026 is December 31, 2025.

Community  
Investment 
Program
Deadline: December 31, 2025
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The County of Stettler is pleased to continue to offer the service of snowplowing 
residential lanes and driveways to qualifying residents within the County. Please apply 
as soon as possible.  The process is as follows:

1.	 Complete the Hold Harmless Agreement for Grading / Snowplow Private Laneways – Form No. 2006, 		
which can be found on our website www.stettlercounty.ca or at the County Shop located at 19561 TWP 		
RD 38-4. Applicants can call 403-742-4441 or email pwoffice@stettlercounty.ca to complete the application 
process.

2.	 Please ensure all of the information on the application is filled in correctly. 

3.	 If you are renting your residence, please ensure that both yourself and the landowner have signed the 
agreement.

4.	 Submit your application with the administration fee of $100.00 (including GST). An application is 
required for each address requesting snowplowing.  

5. Cost for each service is $100 for the first 1/4 mile, additional $50 per quarter mile after that.

6.	 Your address will then be put on the list for an inspection to determine if it is suitable for equipment 
and to identify any hazards/safety concerns (if there is heavy snowfall, the inspection may not be able to 
be completed, please submit prior to snowfall). If appropriate, County staff may ask that you to rectify the 
issue and then re-inspect once complete.

7.	 If approved, you will then receive a “flag” to be displayed visible to the grader operator and your 
laneway will be added to the snow removal list for future snow falls of 2025/2026. 

8.	 The County is unable to provide snowplowing services to bins, haystacks or corrals. 

9.	 The County is unable to provide snowplowing services within Hamlets or Multi-lot Subdivisions. 

Remember, application deadline is October 31, 2025. Thank you very much for your timely cooperation.  
See you when the snow flies.

We are now 
accepting
Snowplowing 
Private  
Laneway 
Applications for 
2025/2026

Please have your signed agreement in to our office prior to October 31, 2025
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The Shirley McClellan Regional Water Services Commission 
(SMRWSC) has been awarded the Alberta Minister’s 
Award for Municipal and Public Library Excellence in the 
Partnership Category, for its groundbreaking collaboration 
in delivering one of the longest regional potable water 
systems in Alberta.

In the heart of East Central Alberta, thirteen municipalities 
came together with a shared vision: to bring safe, reliable 
drinking water to every corner of their region. Since 
its formation in 2007, the SMRWSC has united these 
communities under a single purpose, and the results speak 
for themselves.

Sourcing water from the Red Deer River and treated in 
Stettler, the Commission has constructed nearly 300 
kilometres of pipeline since 2009. Today, it provides fresh, 
clean water to thousands of residents, farms, ranches, 
villages, hamlets, and summer communities.

Through its phased expansion, the SMRWSC has extended 
service to communities including Big Valley, Donalda, 
Monitor, Pemukan, White Sands, Brownfield, Rochon Sands, 
and beyond. By 2025, the system will reach Bawlf, Rosalind, 
and Compeer, further expanding its reach across East 
Central Alberta.

“This project is about more than infrastructure,” said Reeve 
Larry Clarke, Chairperson for the SMRWSC. “It means peace 

of mind for farmers filling a trough, security for ranchers ensuring livestock have clean water, and confidence 
for families who can rely on safe, great-tasting water straight from the tap. Every school, seniors centre, rink, 
business, and home connected to this system benefits from the reliability and safety that comes from regional 
cooperation.”

Nearly 3,000 people are now served, with half a million cubic metres of water distributed annually. The 
Commission’s success has improved public health, strengthened fire protection, supported economic 
development, and demonstrated the power of partnership among municipalities.

The Minister’s Award recognizes initiatives that could not have been achieved by one municipality alone. The 
SMRWSC is a model of what’s possible when rural communities share governance, funding, and a commitment 
to sustainability.

The County of Stettler administers the SMRWSC. Yvette Cassidy, CAO for the County is the Manager of the 
SMRWSC, and our Environmental Services staff operate and maintain the SMRWSC. 

 

SMRWSC awarded 
prestigious ‘Minister’s 
Award’ for Partnership
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The Shirley McClellan Regional Water Services Commission (SMRWSC) is a collaborative effort between  
13 municipalities, each playing an equal role in its operation and governance. Every member municipality 
actively participates in board meetings and decision-making, ensuring a shared commitment to providing safe, 
reliable potable water.  

Member Municipalities:  
1. County of Stettler No. 6  

2. County of Paintearth No. 18  

3. Special Areas Board  

4. Town of Castor  

5. Town of Coronation  

6. Village of Bawlf  

7. Village of Big Valley  

8. Village of Consort  

9. Village of Donalda  

10. Village of Veteran  

11. Village of Rosalind  

12. Summer Village of Rochon Sands  

13. Summer Village of White Sands  

While all members have an equal voice in governance, the County of Stettler is responsible for managing and 
administering the SMRWSC’s operations, ensuring efficiency and accountability in delivering potable water to 
the region.

Shirley McClellan Regional Water Services Commission (SMRWSC) Timeline
Formation & Legislative Approval:

•	 October 1, 2007 – SMRWSC formed by Order in Council.  

•	 December 7, 2007 – Royal Assent granted to the East Central Regional Water Authorization Act, allowing 
inter-basin water transfers.  

Infrastructure Development:  

•	 2008-2010 – Phase 1: 153 km waterline from Stettler to Consort constructed.  

•	 2012-2013 – Phase 2: 32 km extension from Stettler to Big Valley completed.  

•	 2013-2014 – Phase 3: 45 km extension from Stettler to Donalda constructed.  

•	 2016-2017 – Extension to Phase 1: 26 km expansion from Consort to Monitor & Pemukan.  

•	 2018 – Phase 4: 5 km extension from Donalda line to White Sands.  

•	 2018 – Phase 5: 27 km line from the Coronation Reservoir to Brownfield.  

•	 2021-2023 – Phase 6: 6 km extension from White Sands Truck Fill to Rochon Sands Bucket Fill, completed 
in three contracts.  

Expansions in the Works:  
•	 2025 – Phase 7: 49 km waterline from Donalda to Bawlf & Rosalind now under construction.  

•	 2025-2026 – Phase 8: 39 km waterline from Pemukan to Compeer scheduled for construction. 
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This article is 
Reprinted,   
with 
Permission, 
from the 
Inaugural 
Issue of 
Emergency 
Manager 
Magazine.
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Do you have questions or concerns about the County of Stettler?  

Reach out to one of your Council members.

STARTING DEVELOPMENT BEFORE 
APPROVAL?
APPROVAL FIRST, CONSTRUCTION SECOND.

Starting to clear land and build before obtaining 
development permit approval comes with 
significant risks. You may be faced with a financial 
penalty in the form of an additional fee or fine. 
You could also be required to undo all the work 
that has been done.

The County of Stettler requires development 
permit approval for most changes to property. 
This approval must be given in writing before 
construction of the development begins. Some 
forms of development, like agricultural buildings, 
do not require a development permit approval. 
These are listed in the Land Use Bylaw under the 
heading “Development Deemed Approved.” If you 
are not certain about the permit requirements 
for your project please contact the County 
Development Officer at 403-742-4441.

The County’s Fee Bylaw includes penalties 
for developments that are started before a 
development permit application has been 

approved. Our policy is to apply these penalties 
based on a zero-tolerance approach. Our 
preference is to work with applicants as they plan 
their project.

Please contact the Planning and Development 
Department when you start planning your 
development in order to ensure you obtain 
the required development permit and other 
approvals in a timely manner. This could also 
avoid any expenses that you may incur if your 
idea for your development does not comply 
with the County’s policies and bylaws (e.g. yard 
setbacks, road upgrades, etc.), so that you can 
make the necessary adjustments before you start 
digging or laying down concrete.

For further information, please contact the 
County’s Planning and Development Department 
at 403-742-4441.

Questions?
Contact your Council.

Larry Clarke | Botha-Gadsby Ward  	 403-740-5482  •   lclarke@stettlercounty.ca	

Ernie Gendre | Stettler Ward  	 403-740-6032  •  egendre@stettlercounty.ca

Dave Grover | Big Valley 	 403-740-2973  •  dgrover@stettlercounty.ca

Paul McKay | Red Willow-Donalda Ward  	 403-323-0779  •  pmckay@stettlercounty.ca

James Nibourg | Erskine South-Warden Ward 	 403-741-9493  •   jnibourg@stettlercounty.ca

Justin Stevens | Erskine-Buffalo Lake Ward 	 403-323-0568  •   jstevens@stettlercounty.ca

Les Stulberg | Byemoor-Endiang Ward 	 403-740-5003  •  lstulberg@stettlercounty.ca
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Where does Farm 
Recycling Go?
CleanFarms is a Canadian non-profit 
organization that focuses on agricultural waste 
management and recycling programs. They 
work collaboratively with various stakeholders, 
including farmers, industry partners, and 
government agencies, to develop and 
implement programs aimed at responsibly 
managing agricultural plastic waste. 

CleanFarms’ programs typically involve the 
collection and recycling of various agricultural 
materials, such as pesticide containers, seed 
and fertilizer bags, and other farm plastics. 
These initiatives are designed to promote 

environmental sustainability, reduce the 
environmental impact of agricultural practices, 
and ensure that these materials are recycled 
in an environmentally responsible manner. In 
2021 farmers recycled more than 2,250,000 kg 
of the agricultural plastic containers less than 
23L through the CleanFarms recycling program! 
This is a recovery rate of 77% of the agricultural 
plastics distributed in that year.

But what happens to these plastics?
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Call to Action: 
Gophers and the County of Stettler
2025 ASB Gopher (Richardson’s Ground Squirrel) Impact Survey
This survey has been created to capture evidence on the impact of the current outbreak, and control methods. 
Federal MP John Barlow, the Shadow Minister of Agriculture, has asked the ASBs to provide this information on 
behalf of farmers.

“The purpose of this data collection is to provide a clear and credible summary 
to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, with the goal of encouraging 
timely action to support Prairie producers facing increasingly severe pest 
damage.” 						      John Barlow, Letter to ASBs June 20,2025

Photos of the damage are appreciated. Please consider uploading photos of the damage or loss (drone photos 
are great) in the survey or by email to admin@agriculturalserviceboards.com. 
Their goal is to receive at least 200 responses.

Share this information to help us reach as many farmers as possible. 
*Posted on behalf of the Agricultural Service Boards Provincial Committee.
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Simulated Dickson Dam breach tests regional 
coordination and readiness
From satellite phones to mock press conferences, 
Central Alberta municipalities put their skills to the 
test on June 18 in a large-scale emergency training 
exercise titled “Cascade 2025” where municipal staff, 
first responders and utility providers came together to 
prepare for the worst-case scenario.

The fictional scenario, a full breach of the Dickson 
Dam resulting in significant downstream flooding and 
widespread utility disruption, united more than 120 
participants from multiple municipalities and agencies, 
including the City of Red Deer, Red Deer County, County 
of Stettler, Kneehill County, and the Central Region 
All Hazards Incident Management Team (CRAHIMT). 
Supported by a $22,014 Emergency Management Preparedness Program (EMPP) grant from the provincial 
government, the training was a major milestone in regional emergency planning.

“This kind of cross-jurisdictional training is invaluable,” said Carol Lind, Emergency Management Coordinator 
for the City of Red Deer. “Emergencies don’t respect borders, so by working together across municipalities and 
agencies, we strengthen our ability to respond cohesively and effectively, which will ultimately help us protect 
lives, property and critical infrastructure.”

Realistic Scenarios, Real-Time Decision-Making
Each participating municipality designed a unique but coordinated approach, reflecting both local capacities and 
shared objectives.

• The City of Red Deer deployed both an Incident Command Post (ICP) and Emergency Coordination Centre 
(ECC), engaging 50 participants including Alberta Health Services, RCMP, CRAHMIT and 44 City employees. The 
team successfully completed Incident Action Plans (IAP) for both an Incident Command Post and Emergency 
Coordination Centre, establishing a Joint Information System with Red Deer County, and also tested backup 
communications like satellite phones and Starlink.

• Over at Stettler County, 46 regional staff set up an Emergency Reception Centre at the Stettler Community 
Hall while their Incident Command Post at the County Public Works Facility managed injects—simulated 
problem scenarios. Mock press conferences, evacuations and tours for elected officials added realism to 
the full-day simulation. Organizers called it a “strong success”, as it provided valuable opportunities for 
participants to gain experience, as well as tested regional partnerships with Clearview School Division, 
Starland County, AHS, RCMP and Alberta Transportation.

Central Alberta 
Municipalities 
unite  in Emergency 
Response Exercise



Stettler County Connection  |  Fall 2025 • 21

• Kneehill County focused on internal capacity-
building with a tabletop version of the exercise. 
Sixteen staff members ran through ICS (Incident 
Command System) roles and developed an IAP, 
while Council practiced their role in declaring 
a state of local emergency. The smaller-scale 
approach helped build internal confidence and laid 
the groundwork for a full-scale exercise next year.

• Meanwhile, Red Deer County’s team operated 
from its Protective Services Station and successfully 
integrated 19 external agencies—including RCMP, 
EPCOR, AHS, schools and multiple utility 
providers—into a high-functioning ICP. 
A well-integrated Emergency Social 
Services team responded to simulated 
human-impact incidents, showcasing 
the critical role of wraparound support 
services in a disaster response.

Across all jurisdictions, the overarching 
goals were consistent: strengthen inter-
agency communication, test the “Planning 
P” process (a standardized emergency 
response planning method), and refine 
real-time decision-making in complex, 
evolving scenarios.

“Emergency planning isn’t just an 

administrative checkbox, it’s what ensures our 
communities can act quickly, communicate clearly, 
and support each other when every second counts,” 
said Carol. “By preparing together, we’re building 
more than just emergency plans. We’re building trust 
and teamwork across communities, which is critical 
when the pressure is real.”

The County of Stettler would like to thank local media, including the Stettler Independent and Hometown Productions, for 
taking part in our exercise and holding a mock press conference to help prepare staff and elected officials.
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Weed Watching 101

Common, Wolly, and Great Burdock 
Designation: Noxious 
Burdock is a weed in the sunflower family that grows up to 5 feet tall with 
a thick, hairy stem and large, heart-shaped leaves. In its second year, it 
produces purple-reddish flower heads that turn into prickly burrs, which 
inspired the creation of Velcro hook and loop fasteners.

Burdock plants have a magical reputation and have been used in European 
potions and spells for centuries. The roots were believed to provide 
protection, break hexes, and ward off evil. However, as an invasive weed, 
this plant can cause problems in undisturbed areas, including pastures, 
farmyards, roadside ditches, and streambanks.

This weed is best controlled using herbicide; however, it can also be 
controlled through repeated cultivation, or mowing.

Although this weed is uncommon in the County, we really appreciate your 
help in finding this weed. To report sightings of noxious and prohibited 
noxious weeds call the County at 403-742-4441. Please have a legal land 
location and area description ready when you call.

Look-a-Likes 
Wild Horseradish

Armoracia rusticana

Unregulated

Distinguishing characters:

- leaves are more narrow

- when leaves are ripped out it will smell like horseradish

Arrow-leafed Coltsfoot

Petasites sagittatus

Unregulated

Distinguishing characters:

- underside of leaves will have a silvery color

- white flowers

- no burs

Burdock Species (Arctium minus, Arctium tomentosum,  
and Arctium lappa)

Burdock

Wild 
Horseradish

Arrow-leafed 
Coltsfoot
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We continue to advocate for strong regional partnerships, resilient 
water and energy systems, fair funding arrangements, rural 
infrastructure investment, and municipal sustainability.

Mature Asset Strategy
The County of Stettler continues to express strong concern about the treatment of mature oil and gas 
assets within Alberta. Our region has long supported responsible resource development, and many of our 
communities were built on the strength of these energy investments. However, recent regulatory decisions 
and market pressures have created significant challenges for producers managing mature wells and 
facilities. We also have to consider what happens to expired solar panels and wind turbines and ensure the 
disposal obligation is looked after for ours, and for future generations.

We have advocated for policies that balance environmental responsibility with economic sustainability. 
Abandonment and reclamation obligations must be managed in a way that does not unfairly burden rural 
municipalities through reduced assessment values, unpaid taxes, or stranded infrastructure. The County 
has called for a more collaborative approach between the Province, regulators, and municipalities to ensure 
that mature assets are stewarded responsibly while still allowing for continued production, innovation, and 
reinvestment.

Our message is clear: mature assets are not liabilities when managed properly. With the right regulatory 
framework, they can continue to provide value, sustain employment, and support rural tax bases. We urge 
the Province to strengthen accountability measures for operators, while also creating pathways for viable 
producers to extend the productive life of wells and facilities. Protecting rural municipalities from the 
financial fallout of neglected or mismanaged assets remains one of our highest advocacy priorities. 
Reeve Clarke sits on the Mature Asset Strategy committee representing our position to industry and the 
Alberta Government.

Water Security
•	 Shirley McClellan Regional Water Services Commission (SMRWSC): Advocating for long-term support 

of one of Alberta’s largest regional potable water systems, which was recently recognized with the 
Minister’s Award for Municipal Excellence in the Partnership category.

•	 Joint Advocacy with County of Paintearth: Calling for enhanced provincial support for water security and 
rural infrastructure projects that sustain agriculture and communities.

Energy & Economic Stability
•	 Emphasizing the importance of safeguarding Alberta’s energy sector while protecting municipalities from 

downstream impacts of regulatory decisions.

Fair Cost Sharing & Municipal Sustainability
•	 Reconsider cost-sharing responsibilities where municipal boundaries overlap.

Transportation Infrastructure
•	 Highway Investments: Thanking Alberta Transportation for recent improvements on Highway 855 

(Byemoor/Endiang) and Highway 835 (north of Highway 12 to Buffalo Lake), while reinforcing the 
importance of continued provincial investment in rural transportation systems and infrastructure like 
bridges. 

•	 Obtaining reclamation certificates for reclaimed gravel pits from Alberta Environment.

Regional Services & Partnerships
•	 Establishment of a Fire Commission: Promoting sustainable funding and support for the Stettler 		
	 Regional Fire Department, highlighting the strength of regional cooperation in delivering essential 		
	 emergency services. Continuing to emphasize the value of shared-service models that reduce costs and  
	 improve service delivery across municipalities like we do with Emergency Management and Stettler 		
	 Waste Management.

Advocacy Priorities



24 • Fall 2025  |  Stettler County Connection

BYLAWS AND 
POLICY UPDATE

Bylaw 1749-25: Adoption of County of 
Stettler-Town of Stettler Intermunicipal 
Development Plan
Bylaw 1749-25 proposes to adopt an updated Intermunicipal 
Development Plan (IDP) between the Town of Stettler and the 
County of Stettler. The updated IDP will replace the 2009 plan. The 
process to update the IDP began in 2021 and, after a pause to address 
the provision of water and wastewater services, the IDP Committee 
completed a draft plan in May 2025. Public review of the draft plan took 
place in June-July 2025. 

During a joint Special Meeting, between the County and Town of 
Stettler, on September 15, 2025, a joint Public Hearing was held to 
discuss this Bylaw. At this meeting, both Council’s have approved this 
Bylaw.

Bylaw 1750-25: Amendment to County of 
Stettler Municipal Development Plan
Bylaw 1750-25 proposes to amend the County of Stettler Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP). The amendment involves the regulation of 
confined feeding operations. It proposes moving the confined feeding 
operation exclusion zone, which is the area where new or expanded 
confined feeding operations are not supported by the County when 
providing input to the approval decisions of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Board. 
The proposed MDP amendment is key to providing the Town of Stettler 
confidence that incompatible land use, due mostly to odour issues, is 
directed away from the town area.

BYLAWS & POLICIES Get more 
info online

QUICK COUNTY CONNECTION

Bylaw 1742-25: Golf Cart Bylaw
At the August 13, 2025 Council Meeting, Council passed a Golf Cart Bylaw. This Bylaw allows members of the 
public within the County of Stettler to obtain a permit to drive their golf cart on designated roads. See the map 
on page 25. As this is part of a Pilot Program, and under Council’s direct, the subdivisions at Buffalo Lake are 
designated under this bylaw, as well as the connector between Bay View Street and White Sands.

Fees for obtaining a permit are specified in the fee bylaw and will be remitted to and kept by the  
Summer Village of White Sands as the fee for providing the registration service.

Bylaw 1751-25 – 
Repeal of Southeast 
Area Structure Plan
This Bylaw proposes to repeal 
or cancel the Southeast Area 
Structure Plan (ASP). The 
Southeast ASP was adopted by 
the Town and County in 1989. 
It provides a high-level land use 
concept for the lands in the 
southeast part of the Town and 
the area of the County near the 
southeast corner of the Town. 

This part of the process to update 
the intermunicipal development 
plan, the Town and County IDP 
Committee is recommending 
the repeal of the Southeast 
ASP. The reason behind the 
recommendation is based on 
the age of the plan in relation to 
current standards, the limited 
growth pressure that has been 
experienced since 1989.
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As the seasons change, the library is bustling with 
programs to learn, create, and connect. From family 
films and creative workshops to cultural celebrations 
and community potlucks, there’s something for 
everyone this fall at the library. Mark your calendars 
and join us, membership is free thanks to the support 
of the County and Town of Stettler.

Fall Program Highlights
•	 Film Circuit at the Library: Oct. 6 – Flow 
(family friendly) and Nov. 3 - The Seed of the 
Sacred Fig (PG-13) at 6:30 p.m. Enjoy critically 
acclaimed films on the big screen with fresh 
popcorn. Admission is free; donations gratefully 
accepted.
•	 PD Day Matinees: Sept. 29 - Snow White,  
Oct. 10 - How to Train Your Dragon, Nov. 10 - 
Lilo & Stitch, Nov. 28 - Bad Guys 2. All at 1 p.m. 
Popcorn included!
•	 Community Screening - Wilfred Buck: Sept. 29, 
6:30 p.m. Join us for this uplifting documentary 
following “the extraordinary life of Wilfred Buck, 
who overcame hardship by reclaiming ancestral 
star knowledge”. 
•	 Spooktacular Book Sale: Oct. 6–11. Find 

your next favourite read at the Friends of the 
Library’s semi-annual sale. All items are by 
donation, with proceeds supporting library 
programs. Donations of gently used books are 
welcome until October 4.
•	 Thanksgiving Potluck: Oct. 11, 4–6 p.m. – Bring 
a dish to share and enjoy food, friends, and the 
spirit of community.
•	 Monster Bash Kids’ Halloween Party:  
Oct. 25, 1-3 p.m. Dress up, play games, and 
enjoy seasonal snacks! Please call to register.
•	 Cheese Making with Ben: Nov. 5, 6:30 p.m.  
Learn the art of mozzarella making in this 
hands-on workshop. Space is limited – register 
early.
•	 Mocktails & Masterpieces: Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m.  
A guided paint night fundraiser with snacks and 
refreshments. $25 per person.  
Please pre-register. Ages 18+

Alberta Culture Days & Orange Shirt 
Day
September is Alberta Culture Days, and Stettler is 
celebrating all month long with activities spotlighting 
Indigenous culture. On Saturday, Sept. 13, enjoy a 

Leaves are Falling, Programs are Calling!
Stettler Public Library
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full day of events at the Museum (11 a.m.–4 p.m.). 
Then on Tuesday, Sept. 30, join us in recognizing the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Orange 
Shirt Day). Events for all ages will be happening at 
The HUB (11 a.m.–5 p.m.), with opportunities to learn, 
reflect, and honor the experiences of Residential 
School survivors. Visit stettlerculturedays.com for 
details.
Spotlight on Services for Print-Disabled 
Patrons
Did you know that print disabilities can be visual, 
physical, or cognitive (such as dyslexia)? They can 
even be temporary—like while recovering from 
cataract surgery, broken arms, or a stroke. If this 
applies to you, we can connect you with audiobooks 
and eBooks through NNELS or CELA. Ask us how—
we’re here to help make reading accessible for 
everyone.

Coming Soon
Wine Survivor: The Stettler Friends of the Library 
Society’s popular fall fundraiser is back in November. 
Watch our website and social media and make sure to 
come in for a ticket or a few tickets. Maybe this year 
you will be the big winner!

Holiday Kids’ Programming: We’re planning festive 
fun to keep kids engaged and creative during the 
school break. Stay tuned for the full lineup of crafts, 
story times, and surprises from December 22 through 
January 3.

Stay Connected
Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for 
the latest updates, and program announcements. 
If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please email spl@prl.ab.ca and let us know. To 
download our fall programming brochure, scan the 
QR Code.

Submitted by Stettler Public Library
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County of Stettler 
Community Service 
Awards 
48th Annual Awards in 2026! 
 
The 48th Annual County of Stettler Community Service Awards will be held 
at the Westwoods Agricultural Society in spring of 2026.  

This event celebrates the outstanding contributions of our volunteers 
in Agriculture, Recreation and Arts and Culture.  On a yearly basis, there 
are two awards that are presented to individuals or couples through a 
nomination process:

The Stettler Dodge Community Service Award is awarded to volunteers 
who have shown outstanding community leadership in recreation. All 
nominees are considered to be hard working, community minded people 
who have contributed greatly to recreation in their community.

The ATCO Electric Arts, Culture and Heritage Award is awarded to 
volunteers who have shown outstanding leadership and commitment to 
the cultural aspects of their communities (coaching, teaching piano, or 
educating the community in various aspects of art and culture).

If you would have someone in mind that you would like to nominate for 
these awards, please submit your nominations to Lorraine Hankins –
Manager of Recreation and Insurance at the County of Stettler No. 6 prior 
to January 31, 2026.  More information regarding tickets and location can 
be found on the County website www.stettlercounty.ca in the New Year.

save a tree!

Get e-versions of County 
Connection Magazine at  
www.StettlerCounty.ca: 
Email info@stettlercounty.
ca to cancel your paper 
subscription. 

•	 Shelterbelt Orders – March 31
•	 Dust Reduction Applications –  

April 30
•	 Spray Exemption Applications – 

May 1
•	 Haying Ditches Applications – 

June 1
•	 Temporary Grazing of Right  

Aways Applications Accepted  
May 1-October 30

•	 Snowplowing Laneways  
Applications – October 31

•	 Taxes Due: October 31, 2025
For more information on these 
programs contact  
PW@stettlercounty.ca or call  
403-742-4441 or visit  
www.StettlerCounty.ca

Important 
Deadlines in  
the County of  
Stettler 
Mark your calendars

October 5-11, 
2025
Fire Prevention 
Week
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community

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Red Willow Harvest 
Supper 
Friday, November 7
Red Willow Community 
Hall
6:30 PM
Advance Ticket Sales ONLY. 
Sold out last year!
587-736-0116 or  
email: 
redwillowagsociety@
hotmail.com

Important 
Deadlines in  
the County of  
Stettler 



community events

Public Mail Agreement #41398593
Return Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to:
County of Stettler No. 6
Box 1270
Stettler, AB  T0C 2L0


